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Public Service Announcement
Cherokee County Public Transportation Services Suspended — Community Support Needed to Resume Operations

SEK-CAP regrets to announce the temporary suspension of General Public Transportation services in Cherokee County, effective January 1st, 2026. This difficult decision was made due to a lack of sufficient local financial support required to sustain the service.
The program, which began in July 2022 at the request of the Cherokee County Local Health Equity Action Team (LHEAT), has served as a vital lifeline for residents. LHEAT, along with KDHE and SEK-CAP, provided the initial funding to launch the service. However, with LHEAT’s funding now expired, SEK-CAP is no longer able to fill the gap left by the absence of local contributions.
SEK-CAP has met with County and City officials to notify them of the suspension, and we are grateful for their active collaboration in seeking solutions. Together, we are working to identify new funding sources and partnerships to restore service as quickly as possible.

The Need Is Clear — Ridership Is Growing
Since its launch, the transportation service has seen significant growth, proving its value to the community:
· With over 1,500 round trips in the past year serving over 100 riders
These numbers reflect a growing reliance on the service for access to:
· Healthcare (Spring River Mental Health, Mercy Clinic Ortho, CHC-SEK)
· Groceries and essentials (King Cash, Harps, Family Dollar)
· Community resources (Municipal Courts, USPS)

What’s Needed to Restart Services
To resume operations through June 30, 2026, we must secure the remaining $20,000 in local match funding. Planning is already underway for the next fiscal year, and we are also seeking $40,000 to support service from July 1, 2026 – June 30, 2027.
We extend our sincere appreciation to the City of Columbus for their support for the 2026-27 program year. 


How You Can Help
We’re calling on businesses, organizations, and individuals across Cherokee County to help us bring this service back. Support can come in many forms:
· Tax-deductible donations
· Paid advertisements on transportation vehicles
· Corporate sponsorships
· Community fundraising efforts

We ask riders for a voluntary $1 donation per ride, but no one is ever turned away due to inability to pay. This ensures that transportation remains available to all, regardless of age, income, or circumstance.

Let’s Keep Cherokee County Moving
This service is by the community, for the community. SEK-CAP is ready to resume operations immediately—but we need your help to make it happen. With over 40 years of experience in public transportation, SEK-CAP remains committed to serving Cherokee County. Together, we can ensure that no one is left behind due to lack of transportation.

To donate, sponsor, advertise, or learn more, contact SEK-CAP at:
Scott Christiansen, Transportation Director
schristiansen@sek-cap.com
620-724-8204 ext. 1024
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