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From the Executive Director
SEK-CAP’s Community Services Block Grant helps to
define us a Community Action Agency. Thankfully, the
funding represents just a small percentage of the
significant local, state, and federal resources we receive
to address the cause and effects of poverty in Southeast
Kansas. However, in 2014, cuts in our CSBG funding
resulted in some dramatic changes for our agency and
the individuals, children, and families that we serve.
The decision by the Kansas Housing Resources
Corporation to change the CSBG funding formula in
Kansas led to the closure of our emergency homeless
shelter, diminished general public transportation
services, staff layoffs, and the end of our intensive family
case-management project. The repercussions of the
KHRC decision will be felt by southeast Kansas families,
especially the homeless, for years to come.
Despite the funding adversity, our organization
continued to deliver high quality early childhood
education, housing, and transportation services. We
weatherized homes, engaged our communities in
planning initiatives, and delivered the promise of
community action.

Board Members, Penny Province and Boyd Koehn

Our Story
SEK-CAP is a non-profit social service agency, dedicated to
eliminating the causes of poverty in Southeast Kansas
since 1966.
Our rich history of service to the people and communities
of Southeast Kansas demonstrates the outstanding commitment and dedication over the years by countless employees, volunteers, and partners.
Our services are developed to address the following specific community needs: housing, utilities, transportation,
employment, medical care, child care, education, nutrition,
and community resource awareness.
As a member of the national Community Action Partnership representing over 1,000 agencies, we embrace innovation and encourage civic involvement. We are a leader
in the state of Kansas, one of eight organizations designated to receive Community Service Block Grants (CSBG).
Community action changes people’s lives, embodies the
spirit of hope, improves communities and makes America
a better place to live. We care about the entire community
and are dedicated to helping people help themselves and
each other.

Steve Lohr, Executive Director

SEK-CAP Mission
Uniting staff, Individuals, families, and community partners to provide quality, comprehensive, services through
compassionate, respectful relationships.
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Early Childhood Education
Quick Facts














1,089 infants and children obtained age
appropriate immunizations, medical, and
dental care.
1,089 infants and children improved their
health and physical development as a result of
adequate nutrition.
1,089 children participated in pre-school
activities.
151 children were developmentally ready to
enter Kindergarten.
1,407 parents and/or other adults improved
their parenting and family functioning skills.
946 families participated in early childhood
education.
- 563 Head Start families
- 383 Early Head Start families
Average monthly enrollment as a percentage of
funded enrollment = 100%
882 children received medical exams.
991 children received dental exams
520 parents participated in 108 out-of-school
activities.

Our early childhood education program
is available for income-eligible families
with children age zero to five years of
age.
Through this program, SEK-CAP also
delivers services to pregnant women
from conception to birth, and provides
opportunities for families to experience
developmentally appropriate educational
activities with their children and
strengthen their involvement in their
child’s education from the beginning.
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General Public Transportation
SEK-CAP is the largest rural general
public transportation provider in
the state. We operate both fixedroute
and demand-responsive
transportation in seven counties in
our service area. We offer a
community transportation system
in Pittsburg, as well as Head Start
buses for eligible students.

Quick Facts




72,800 rides were provided through General
Public Transportation
One General Public Transportation resource was
saved from elimination.
Two General Public Transportation resources
were created in a high-need community.

*Diversity of ridership includes: the general
public, disabled, elderly, and students.

Who We Serve
Jim Dockers, Director of Transportation Services

“You can’t understand a
city without using its
public transportation
system.” - Erol Ozan

Counties SEK-CAP Transportation Served
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Safe and Affordable Housing & Weatherization
SEK-CAP helps low-income individuals
find safe, affordable housing by
offering rental assistance, affordable
rental homes, and emergency shelter
from homelessness for families with
children.
In
addition,
we
offer
home
weatherization services to lessen the
strain of utility bills and make homes
safer.

Who We Serve

Number of people per household

Quick Facts






26 individuals reduced or eliminated barriers to initial or continuous
employment through obtaining safe and affordable housing.
141 vulnerable individuals (elderly or disabled) maintained
independent living through obtaining or maintaining safe and affordable
housing.
340 households reduced barriers to family stability by obtaining or
maintaining safe and affordable housing.
108 individuals reside in safer, more cost effective housing due to
energy saving weatherization services.
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Community Engagement
Community Engagement seeks opportunities
to work within communities throughout
SEK-CAP’s service area on planning
initiatives that result in change. Community
Engagement is also involved in Project 17,
formed in 2013 to help identify and find
resources within the 17 county region that
will affect positive change.

Quick Facts


2,782 community members volunteered as a
result of Community Action.
- They collectively contributed a total of
128,875 hours.
- Of those, 102,261 hours were contributed
by low-income community members.



5,137 boxes of food were provided to area
food banks.

“Coming together is a beginning; keeping
together is progress; working together is
success.” ~Henry Ford

Who We Serve
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Emergency Homeless Shelter
Quick Facts


188 individuals (families with
children) obtained emergency,
temporary
shelter
from
homelessness.



The shelter was closed July
15th, due to funding cuts.

On July 15, 2014, we had to close the C.H.O.I.C.E.S. Family Emergency Shelter in Pittsburg, Kansas. We announced the
closure to seven shelter employees and the nine families in residence, including 26 children and adults, who were
forced to move out. On average, the shelter was home to around 350 people each year, the majority of them children.
“It’s hard to watch as dedicated employees lose their
jobs, and it’s infuriating to see this regions capacity and
infrastructure be dismantled by poor choices made in
Topeka.” - Steve Lohr, Executive Director

The shelter closure results from a decision by the Kansas Housing Resources Corporation (KHRC) to change the way it
allocates Community Services Block Grant funding statewide. The effect for SEK-CAP is a nearly $500,000 shortfall, and
part of that funding was used to help operate the shelter.
The City of Pittsburg applied for the full funding needed to operate the shelter through the Emergency Solutions Grant
(ESG), also managed by KHRC. After learning that their application was awarded at only 38% of the request, the City of
Pittsburg and SEK-CAP jointly decided not to enter into agreements without the needed CSBG funds.
SEK-CAP continues working to address the issue of homelessness in southeast Kansas.

“First we say don’t prejudge the poor. They have much to teach us all. Second, don’t prejudge the socalled ‘establishment.’ It has the capacity to listen, to respond. And third, don’t cry failure at the first
sign of controversy. Many well-meaning people say: ‘Why ask the poor how to conquer poverty? If they
know they wouldn’t be poor. It’s alright for them to have jobs in the program but they shouldn’t design
the campaign.’ To which we reply: When a man goes to a doctor, the first thing the doctor usually does
is ask, ‘What’s wrong? How do you feel….?’ That’s what we are asking the poor. ‘Where does it hurt’…
we have to ask these questions--- and keep asking them. That’s what involvement of the poor is all
about.” — Sargent Shriver
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Our Service Area & Who We Serve
Service Area
The map below, illustrates SEK-CAP’s Service Area, which includes the following tweleve counties in the southeastern
most corner of the state of Kansas: Allen, Bourbon, Chautauqua, Cherokee, Crawford, Elk, Labette, Linn, Montgomery,
Neosho, Wilson, and Woodson. The average per capita income for the region is $20,877 and the average poverty rate is
17.57%.
Population Below the Poverty Level, Percent by Tract, ACS
2008-12
Over 20.0%
15.1—20.0%
10.1—15.0%
Under 10.1%
No Data or Data Suppressed
Report Area

Who We Serve

(Those over the age of 24)

Quick Facts





SEK-CAP provided services to 2,308
individuals
throughout
twelve
counties in Southeast Kansas, including 670 families.
26% of the individuals we served
were employed.
409 of the families we served earned
less than 50% of the Federal Poverty
Level.
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Resources & Financial Management—Revenue

Federal

$8,172,087

State

$1,796,453

Local

$109,145

Other Funding

$1,777,434

Contributions/
Donations

$1,655,613

Total

$13,510,733
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Resources & Financial Management—Expenses

Family & Community Services

$735,556

Early Childhood Services

$9,016,598

Transportation Services

$730,120

Housing Services

$2,260,687

Administration

$733,452

Total

$13,476,414
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Governance Structure
Board of Directors
Public Sector

Private Sector

Low-Income Sector

Joe Grisolano

Steve Fincher

Autumn Adair

Boyd Koehn – Chairman

Sharon Morey

Chris Miller

Mike Schoenhofer

Pennie Province

Denarae Pecha

Policy Council (2013-2014)
James Golden Jr.

Aimee Nading

Shawna Alhalyan

Lauren Solano

Chris Miller

Tracy White

Sarah Pullian

Jessica Gamblian

Tosha Doughty-Lewis

Eva Eteeyan

Alisha Brown

Mike McGee

Dusty Pennington

Jessica Herring

Ashely Littleton

Ashly Nelson

Samantha Haywood

Amber Helton

Leslie Hillbrant

Courtney Freeman

Anastasia Tiner

Randi Wade

Kari Lockhart

Elizabeth Smith

Julie Handford-Rogers

Missy McAdams

Danielle Layman

Leslie McKinney

Jennifer Tomasi

John Neely

Jared Pittman

Jarod Handly

Cheryl O’Brien

Rachel Luke

Katie Hueston

Charles Baker

Valarie Edwards

Samantha York

Denarae Pecha

Crystal Thompson

SEK-CAP, Inc.
401 North Sinnet – PO Box 128
Girard, KS 66743
P. 620.724.8204
F. 620.724.4471
Steve Lohr, Executive Director
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